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/

BETHEL CHURCH,
Perry County, Ala.

October 14th. 1884. )

The Gahaba Baptist Association convened in its Sixty-seventh
Animal Session, with Bethel Church, October 14th, 1884. at 11

olclrck, A. M., with an earnest introductory Sermon by Rev. S.

M. Adams from Romans 12th chapter and 5th verse, after .vhich

adjourned one hour and a half for dinner.

Evening Skrmon.
Assosiation called to order by former Moderator R. V. Wood,

reading 53rd chapter of Isaiah, and prayer by Rev. .John G. Lowry,
of the Tuscaloosa Association.

Letters from* the various Churches wove, then called for. and
brethren W. I*. Crumpton, from Selma Association, and Bro. J.

T. Murfee, were recpiested to read the same, and the delegates

were enrolled as follows:

Antioch

—

Bethel—N. H. Thompson, A. W. Bates, and J. P. Harris.

Concord—J. S. Boiling.

Rev. S. M. Adams.
J. VV. Orav. J. VV. Hollitield. T. C. Blackburn.

Friendship
Fellowship

and J. T. Curb.
Harmony

—

Hepsabah— \V. .1. Goodger, and J. \V. llagard.

Hopewell— I). S. Hague, S. A. Hide, and J. IT. Tubb.
Mi. Zion— ,1. \. Smth. .1. 0. Lee, and H. O. Saeed.
Macedonia—
)H aeon-
Mi. (ii!ead— VV. T. McCraw. C.J. btewart, and T. D. Potts

Mt. Hebron-
New Hope -

Oak G rove—
Oakmulgee— \\

Pine Flat—E:
Pleasant Hill-

Tingle.

Pisgah-J. H. Hirff.

•Sard is—.James Crews.

Union—P. P. Martin.

New bern

—

Mars Hill—S. Harrison.

Siloam—J. T. Murfee, A. C. Davidson.

'. S. Price, C, A. (row and .1. VV.Kenningtou.

P. George and H. P. McCullough.
—J. S. Hanna. Isaac I). Geddie, and Cvrus



Moderator then announced the Association ready for the

election of permanent officers:

On motion, said officers were elected by ballot, and Bro. J.T.
Mnrfee chosen as Moderator, and ,1. P. Harris Clerk.

On motion, the order of business of the Sixty—fourth Session

was adopted for this Association.

Brethren W. B. Crumpton, from Selma Association, J. G.
Lowry. of Tuscaloosa, Dr. J. M. Williams and Lenard Pratt,

from Mulbery, being" present were requested to take, seats with us.

The following named Brethren were appointed by Moderator
as delegates to the State Convention, to convene with the Baptist.

Church at Tuskegee, in July 1885:— W. A. Bishop, S. M. Adams.
D. S. Hogue, J. N. Suttle, E. P. George. J. T. Mnrfee. J. P.

Harris, A. M. Perry, A. C. Davidson and J. W. Hagard.
Committee on religious exercises consisting of Pastor and

deacons of Bethel Chuch was appointed.
The places of absentees on standing committees were then till-

ed by Moderator.
Committee on Devotional exercises made the following report,

which was concurred in; Pi-ryer Meeting to-morrow morning at 9£
o'ciock. conducted by Rev. J. C Lowry, of Tuscaloosa Associa-

tion. Missionary Sermon by Rev. A. C. Davidson, at 11 o'clock,

A. M., and Preaching on Thursday at 11 o'clock, A. M., by Bro.

VV. B. Crumpton. Moved that the Association adjourn to meet
to-morrow (Wednesday) at 10 o'clock, A. M.

Wednesday Morning, 10 O'clock.

Association called to order by Moderator; Minutes of yester-

day read and adopted.

Rev. R. Y. Wood ami W. A. Bishop, from Mt, Plesant

Church, were received as delegates from said Church. Bro. M. Y.

Jenkins, from Mulbery Association was received as Corresponding
Messenger from said Association.

Committee on State Missions being ready made the following

report, which was received and discussed by Brethren R. Y.Wood
and W. B. Crumpton. Pending the discussion of the report, the

hour of preaching arrived, when Rev. A. C. Davidson delivered

us a very instructive message from Hebrew's, 2nd chapter 14th

and 15th verses, after which a collection was taken up for missions

and the sum of -$10.85 received; the Association now adjourned

for dinner.
Afternoon Session .

Association called to order by Moderator. Prayer offered by

Bro. W. A. Bishop. The State Mission report was again resumed

and concurred in during the pending of S. M. R. The Colporteur

fund received to the amount of $100.

STATE MISSIONS..
The managem nt of the Missionary work of the State among
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<Ir- white and colored people; the Sunday School work; the prose-

cution of Bible colportage work; raising funds for Home and For-
eign Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention; for indigent
ministers, and the widows and orphans of deceased ministers whose
families need aid. These are the heavy duties imposed on your
Mate Mission Hoard.

How important is this work! How necessary to the success

pf our cause! and how gratifying are the results reported by the

Secretary of the Board! An advance in the number of men em-
ployed, in the number of sermons and addresses, the number of

in the number of religious visits, and in the num-
ber of additions, to the church—fifty Associations contributing to

the work during the year.

Much has been done, bur much more remains to be done; and
it is the duty of the individuals ami of the churches of this Asso-
ciation, to come liberally to the assistance of the Board in con
tinning the good work, and in extending the cause of Stare Mis-
sions into the new villiages and towns springing up in all parts of

our State; into .some counties which even now are destitute of

Baptist preaching; some $12,000 are need for the entire State For

this work. Our Association is asked to contribute $781.90 or 28
cts. per member; shall not each one give this small amount? shall

we not give the Lord what is needed for the extension of his

Kingdom.
B. Y. WOOD, Chairman.

Committee on Foreign and Home Missions being ready to re-

port, made the following, which was recieved and ably di cussed

by brethren A. C. Davidson. W. A. Bishop and N. H. Thompson
and adopted.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
We, the committee, beg leave to make the following report.

The last annual report of the Foreign Board gave us cheering
news.

The Board received 180,405.87, an increase of ascdo.olG.lH

over last year's receipt of this amount. Alabama gave contribu-

tions amounting to #3,310.88, and legacies amounting to 4,988.78;

The Corresponding Secretary m bis annual report says: In view

of the increased liberal ty of our churches a growing missionary

spirit in Students for tlie ministry, the general prosperity and
gradual expaution of our mission, and the opening of new fields

all over the world, the friends of Foreign Mission should thank
Cod and take courage.

The Board has Missionaries in Mexico, Brazil, Italy. Africa

and China.

Tbes: Missionaries have native assistants, laboring with them.

The number of Missionaries, natives and foreign is 05. There are
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Stations and out .Stations, 42; the increase of number during the

year lias been 175; the pupils of Sunday and dav schools, (584: the

Church membership is 1,141; the contributions in the fields

amount to 1,077. The work is expanding signally in each of the

five continents in which our Missionaries labor.

The Board expects to go forward, depending on the liberality

of the churches, and claiming the Divine promise: Lo I am with

you always even to the end of the world.

We are asked to raise this year for Foreign Missions $5,000.

We can secure every dollar of this amount if we will go about it

earnestly and prayerfully. Let the monthly concert of prayer for

missions be observed in all our churches, let our pasters preach
oftener on the subject of missions, and let earnest efforts be made
to put the Foreign .Journal in every Baptist family, and the

amount asked for this board and for the Home and State Hoards,

will be forth-coming.
Respect f u 11 v su bin i tt ed

,

N. H. THOMPSON, Chairman.

HOME MISSIONS.
Your committee on Home Missions rejoices to report that the

cause of the Blessed Redeemer is now prosperous as never [before.

The news is cheering from every direction, success has crowned
the labors of the evangelists and they have rejoiced to see the

work of their Lord prosper in their hands.

The number of Missionaries employed last year was 144. In
Alabama 2; in California 4; in Louisiana 8; in Mississippi' 1; in

Missouri 1; in Lousiana 1; in Texas 59; in Territories 10; in Ar-

kansas 12; and in Virginia 8. They report 2,(565 additions by

Baptism, 1,525 by letter, total 4,190. The success of their various

labors was near 500 per cent, over thai of the proceeding year, the

total amount collected, by the Board was near or about $28,000;

more than ever before.

The Church Building Enterprise is taking strong hold on the

minds of the people. It is estimated that there are 1. 000 Baptist

Churches in the South with houses of worship, and 1,000 other

places where churches should be constructed at once, this cause

lias a claim upon both our heart and hands, our sympathies and
our help.

Brethren, past success and future prospects should encourage
our hearts and inspire them with the hope and desire of doing for

our master. For hear we should aim at great things. It is desir-

ed that the Churches of this Association adopt the plan of the

Corresponding Secretary of the State Mission Board for City and
County Churches in securing contributions for the various enter-

prises that the denomination is fostering.

Respectfu 1 1 v subm itted

W. A. BISHOP, Chairman.



The Committee on Education being read), made the follow-

ing report, which was received and discussed by Brethren A. U.

Davidson and J. 'J'. Murfee.

While the report; was being discussed, pledges were taken from
the various Churches of the Association for Ministerial Education,

to respond by the first day of February, 1885. the sum of $14-5.

REPORT OJN EDUCATION.
The enlarged Ed ucatr n of our people is beyond question, one

of the grand duties that press noon us for immediate consideration.

The times make great demands or us. Upon our children will

fall, and that very soon, the burdens which we are now bearing,

and to have them better rilled than we h?.ve done ought to be our
aim.

As Baptists, we ought not lo be satisfied until good ISchools, and
Academies are opened in all suitable places, and when opened we
promise to give them the most cordial sympathy and support.

We are glad to report Howard College and Judsou under the

management of able and most efficient laculties, have had line

openings and aie prospering, these are our institutions: and we look

to them with great pride and joy. They are in great need of en-
dowment and we would earnestly ennmend to all the oppor-
tunity of perpetually rendering services to the Redeemer's cause
by giving of our money while we are alive and leaving a part of

estates as a contribution toward this endowment. We are glad
also to note the rising interest in Ministerial Education, and re-

joice to report that a number of young men are now at Howard
College pursuing their studies, and others are anxious to come,
'these are godiy and earnest young men some of them are in need
of help to a.-sist them there and have been encouraged to come to

College, looking for ;nd from us. Let us not disappoint them.
Any> funds contributed should be sent to T. L. Huggens, Bir-

mingham, Ala. Respectfully submitted,
A. C. DAVIDSON, Chairman.

Moved that we now adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow
morning.

Thursday, 10 A. M.
Association called to order by Moderator, minutes of preced-

ing day read and adopted.
Committees on Sabbath School being ready made the following

report which was received and discussed by brethren W. B. Crump-
ton and S. M. Adams.

REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
We, your committee submit the following: We notice that at

the last session of this association, 1883, there were fourteen Sab-
bath Schools reported with 000 scholars and at present session we
find but few Churches report Sabbath Schools. Your committee



would recommend "Kind Words", published by S. Boykin, Ma
con, Ga., and t lit* publications of the ' American Baptist Society'".

There arc other cheap and impound periodicals: Such as David C.
Cook?. Brethren let us watch with a zealous eye literature that is

Hooding our country, poisoning the minds of our children and
gradually compromising in the minds of our young people the

word of eternal truth, let us dear Brethren as Baptists use our own
literature, and we would urge upon the Churches of this Associa-
tion to continue the Sabbath School work, and make a full report
of the work done in each school every year to the Association.

.Respecti u II v submitted.
A. M. ADAMS, Chairman.

Moved that Bio. D. S. Hogne be elected Treasurer of this

Association by acclimation which was cairied; he was then declar-

ed Treasurer of this Association.

Committee on Temperance being ready, made the folio ving
report which was received and discussed by Brethren \V. 14.

Crumpton, S. M. Adams. It. Y.Wood, R. P. McCullough andJ.T.
Murfee and concurred in.

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.
The Association meets this year in a county where the bless-

ings of Prohibition are sten and felt. We are gratified to report

that the sentiment in favor of Prohibition is rapidly gaining in

our State. We recommend that the members cf our Churches do
all in their power to have the sale of intoxicating liquors in our

country, especially are we anxious to see this accomplished in the

neighborhood of Marion, where the sons and daughters of Baptists"

are Educated, it i.> sad to know that a place of so much impor-
tance, having once had the law, allowed its repeal, we hope \o see

the law prevail in all our laud.

Respectfully submitted,
W. B. CRUMPTON, Chairman.

Moved a d carried that the time of Preaching be extended un-

til 11£ o'clock.

Unsolved: That Bro. J. T. Murfee be appointed a committee

of one to draft Resolutions expressive of our bereavement in the

death of Bro. E. T, \\ inkier.

Resolved'. That Pro. W. A. Bishop be a|poinud a committee
of one to dialt resolutions ci cndolence of the death of Bro. J. S.

Ford and the same be forwarded to the Clerk and spread on the

minutes.

Committee on Superanuated Ministers made the following

report which was received and concurred in: moved and carried

that &38 heretofore collected and now in Savings Bank at Ma-
rion be applied for that purpose.



REPORT

:

We And that there are now no indigent ministers in the bounds
of this Association. But Sister NanGV burners, widow cf Rev.

John E. Sinners, who resides in the Western portion of Bibb Co.,'

Ala., is without means of support, save that rendered by her rela-

tives and friends, and we recommend that some provision be made
for her. Your committee is informed that a balance of #38 is depos-
ited with the Savings Bank at Marion, Perry county, Ala., to the

credit of this Association for indigent ministers within the limits

of this Association; we suggest that some steps be taken by which
this Association may utilize this fund. 1 he matter of relief for

aged and infirm ministers and their widows and orphans have been
by the State Convention, turned over to the State Board. Then
over twenty-live brethren and Sisters, who came under this head
wiio are on the roll of the State Board and during last year live

hundred dollars was distributed among these and the State Bond
ask this year the sum of one thousand dollars and your committee
recommend that this Association take steps to raise a fund for

this purpose, all of which is.

Respectfully submitted,

J. W. SUTTLES, Chairman.
Committee on finance made report which was concurred in.

Commit lee on Nominations made the following report which
was adopted:

REPORT.
Thai, when we adjourn here that we adjourn to meet at

Pisgah Church, Perry county, on Wednesday before the third

Sunday in October, 1885: Introductory Sermon by W. A. Bishop.
Alternate A. M. Perry on Wednesday at 11 oelock; .Missionary

Sermon by Di. A. C. Davidson.

P. S. HOGUE, Chairman.

The Chair announced the following Standing Committees.
I. Foreign Missions—,). W. Suttles, X. H. Thompson and A.

M. Perry.

II. Home Missions—N. 11. Thompson, J. S. Boiling: and 8.

M. Adams.
III. State Missions—A. C. Davidson. I). S. Hogue and J. N.

Suttles.

IV. Sunday Schools- A. M.Perry, J.L.Nichols and R.Y.Wood.
V. Education— W. A. Bi.diop, C. H. Perry and E. S. White.
Vi. Siiperanuated Ministers—R. Y. Wood, N. II. Thompson.

a. M. Perry.

VII. Denominatioal Liteiature—J. P. Harris, J. N. Suttles

and E. P. Ceorge.
YT11. Finance—J- T. Curb, E. P. Ceorge and W. Price.

IX. Temperance;— R. P. McCuMough, J. A. Kennington and
W. W. Smith.

X. Nominations—J. A. Fuller, E. W. Garrison, J. H. Huff.



The hour having arrived for preaching, the Association ad-
journed to meet in three-quarters of an hour after the sermon.
Rev. W. B. Orumpton gave us u very earnest discourse from Gal-
latians, 5:9.

Afternoon.— Association called to order by the Moderator:
prayer by Rev. A. C. Davidson. Committee on the religions con-
dition of the Church made the following report, whieh was con-
curred in.

Report.—We are glad to note that some of our churches have
had revivals, and, also, have made improvements in theii contri-

butions to the various missions, and to benevolent work, but sorry

to not ice a decline in .Sabbath School work. Respectiully sub-

mitted S. M. ADAMS, Chairman.

Moved and adopted, that the elm relies be earnestly requested

to bring up the following ; n.eimis annexed to their churches, at

the next sessh n of this body: Bilhel, $20; Bethlehem, $10; Con-
cord, $25; Ephesus, $15; rellowship, 840; Friendship, 85; Hope-
well, $40; Harmony, 5; Macedonia, $10; Mars Hill. 810; lit.

Pleasant, $5; Ml. Hebron, 5; Mt. Zion, 825; Mt. Gilead, 815;

Maeon. $1'5; Newberue, 815; GeLnmlgee, 25; Oak Grove, 20; Pine

Flat, $20; Pleasant Hill, $5; Piegiih, $25; Saidis, 85; Siloam, $400;

Union, $10: Uniontowti, 820; Hepsabah, £5; Kew Hope, $5.

Committee on Letters and Documents made the following

report, which was adopted:

R Kro.itT.— We, 1 he commit Ice on letters and documents, beg

lea\e io r< ) oit il at, after a eauful examination, find the churches,

from the t< ne of these letters, ma healthy condition; and Medline

i bun h wishes a letter of dismission from this Association, and we
recommend that a letter lie granted. Respectfully submitted,

J. W. HAGGARD, Chairman.

Resolved, That Bro. Adams be requested to report the pro-

C( ( dings of this meeting of the Association to the Alabama Baptist.

Jfeftohed, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to

this church and community for ihe hospitable manner in whieh

they have entertained this session of our body.

Moved and carried, that brethren J. T. Murfee. A. C. Da-

vidson, and D. S. Iloguo. be appointed a committee to draft an

Order of Business for the Association, and that the same be pub-
lished in the minutes.

.Moved that we do now adjourn to meet with Pasgali church.

Perry county. Ala., on Wednesday before the 3rd Sabbath in

October, 1885.

J. T. MURFEE, Moderator.

J. P. HARRIS, Clerk.
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On motion of Rev. J. \V. Suttles, it was Resolved, That the

Moderator, J. T. Murfee, be requested to prepare tor publication

in the minutes a suitable memorial of Rev. E. T. Winkler. D. I).,

LL. D.;an:l that Rev. W. A. Bishop, be also requested to wiite

a memorial of Rev. J. S. Ford.

REV E. T. WINKLER, i). D., LL. D.,

Was descended from a line of noble ancestors—heroes in the war
of the revolution— bis grand father an officer of Marion's com-
mand. Our decea-ed brother was a prince among men, and a

prince in Israel. In manner, courtly and dignified, his counte-

nance beaming with gentleness, benevolence, and heroism, he ap-

peared in outward form, what he was in reality—one of the best

and greatest of men.
His intellect was by nature created one of the highest order,

correct in judgment, powerful in reason, retentive in memory,
brilliant in imagination, and eloquent in speech; and these natural

powers were improved by training in the best American institu-

tions and by most extraordinary self-culture, extending through a

long life of studious habits.

Possessing every element of noble manhood and towering in-

tellect, had he chosen law for his profession, fortune and national

honors, would have been his. In politics, he would have worn the

crown of statesmanship. In any profession, his was the place of

highest honor and usefulness.

Led by the Holy Spirit to serve his Master in the pulpit, he
surrendered all for his .Saviour; and even though tempted often to

accept more lucrative and less laborious places, he felt eon-

strained, by his high sense of duty, to advocate the cause of Christ

day by day and we. k by week in the house of God. He loved no
place so well as he did the sanctuary of the Lord. Even in his

last physical prostration, when unable to walk the s*hort distance

to lus church and too ieeble to ascend the steps of his pulpit unas-

sisted, he begged to be carried, and there he delivered his last

sermon,— speaking to the people whom he so well loved and who
so loved him,—speaking with a countenance beaming as with holy

presence, and uttering words of sacred pathos.

A character such as his is rarely seen. With a courage that

feared no danger and quailed m no presence, and with a sensibility

which felt injustice most keenly, he possessed a meekness like unto
his Saviour, and forgave every injury. His Lord's sermon on the

mount seemed to be the law unto his life— meek, merciful, a peace-

maker, pure in heart, hungering and thirsting after righteousness.

lie was lofty but humble; dignified but simple; brave but tender.

Shall not the memory of this godly man be an inspiration to

our lives? Consider how great one may he if he takes Christ for

his model.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS.

1. Call to Order by former Moderator.

2. Devotional Exercises, conducted by Moderator.

3. Introductory Sermon.

4. Read Letters from the Cb inches.

5. Enroll Messengers.

0. Receive applications for Membership.

7. Election of Officers.

8. Receive Correspondents from sister Associations.

9. Receive representatives of Education, Missions, and of other

interests fostered by the Association.

10. A|ij< int Delegates to Baptist State Convention.

11. Fill vacancies on Standing Committees.

1^. Appoint temporary Committees on Devotional Exercises?

Letters and Documents, state of Religion in the Churches,

and on Finance.

13. Report of Committees:

(1) On State Missions.

(2) On Home and Foreign Missions.

(3) On Education.

(4) On Sabbath Schools.

(5) On Temperance.

(C) On Aged and Infirm Ministers.

(7) On Denominational Literature.

(8) On other subjects.

14. Appoint. Standing Committees.

15. The few minutes preceding the time for closing each session

shall be devoted to miscellaneous business.
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